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eighteenth century, including Swift and Cowper; they are
sometimes excellent in their own way, but have little in
common with folk-literature.
The next major event in the history of ballad criticism, and
perhaps the first sign of a genuine appreciation, is Addison's
appraisal of "Chevy Chase". In 1711, he published two
remarkable Spectators* on what he called "the favourite Ballad
of the people of England". The theory underlying his criticism
is not very different from that of Sidney's. According to neo-
classical dogma, poetry must instruct and delight: epic poetry
is the highest kind of literature because it gives instruction
in the best kind of principles. "The greatest modern critics
have laid it down as a rule, that an Heroic poem should be
founded upon some important precept of Morality, adapted
to the constitution of the country in which the Poet writes.
Homer and Virgil have formed their plans in this view."
Addison showed great originality and daring when he put
"Chevy Chase" on the same plane as the Iliad and the ^Eneid.
"The Poet before us has not only found out an Hero in his
own country, but raises the reputation of it by several beautiful
incidents." He quotes the heroic end of Earl Douglas:
Who never spoke more words than these;
Fight on my merry men all 1
For why, my life is at an end,
Lord Percy sees my fall.
and compares it with the death of Turnus in the ^Eneid. He
begins cautiously in the first article: "Earl Percy's Lamentation
over his enemy is generous, beautiful and passionate; I must
only caution the reader not to let the simplicity of the style,
which one may well pardon in so old a poet, prejudice him
against the greatness of the Thought." But he finally warms
up to the point of praising the style itself: he compares its
simplicity with the simplicity of the Ancients and says that
it is not "Gothic", but truly classical. ("Gothic", he applies
to what he calls the false wit of the Metaphysical poets.)
"Homer, Virgil, or Milton, so far as the language of their

